

Who we are and why we are here



What is advocacy



2022 Legislative Priorities



Putting our Faith in Action

Mission – Advocating justice & dignity for all people.

Lutheran Advocacy Ministry Arizona (LAMA) joins with the most vulnerable of our
society to voice our common needs in the public square, activating our faith in love.
The purpose of LAMA is to advocate for justice in the areas of hunger, poverty, and
care of God’s creation by speaking with and for those who have little or no political
power. LAMA will work with congregations in Arizona — ELCA Lutherans and others
— to create and use networks for advocacy on these issues.

What is public policy advocacy?


Public policy is, broadly speaking, the laws and regulations created by the
government in response to a particular issue or problem.



Public policy advocacy is the work of raising awareness, organizing and working
to influence how the government and its representative's approach and solve a
problem or issue.



As members of the ELCA, we believe God is calling us into the world to serve
together. Through our direct service, we aid immediate needs before us.
Through our advocacy work, we impact systemic, long-lasting change.

What are the ways we do advocacy?
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry Arizona works with ELCA congregations and supporters
in the Grand Canyon Synod to educate and mobilize people of faith to make their
voices heard with lawmakers on issues that matter. There are many ways to “do”
advocacy, which makes it very easy to get involved!






Write a letter to your lawmaker
Call your lawmaker
Meet with your lawmaker
Write a letter to the editor
Use social media

LAMA 2022 legislative priorities
Each year, the LAMA Policy Council meets to discern what will be LAMA’s policy
priorities for the coming year.
1.

2.

Food Insecurity as it relates to hunger and the root causes of hunger. Our ELCA
social teachings on hunger and poverty include “Economic Life” and
“Homelessness.”
LAMA will monitor all legislation, especially those bills that relate to LAMA’s
legislative priorities noted above, and together with friends and partners who
share similar priorities, LAMA will work to help shape very positive legislation
this year. When there is legislative activity of interest to the LAMA community
that needs support, LAMA will send Action Alerts.

Partners in Mission and Ministry
Partners:

Partner churches:



Grand Canyon Synod



Christ Lutheran Church, Sedona



Lutheran Social Services of the
Southwest



Desert Cross Lutheran Church, Tempe



Grace Lutheran Church, Phoenix



Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,
Chandler



Tanque Verde Lutheran Church,
Tucson



ELCA World Hunger



ELCA Advocacy

Arizona Hunger Policy Retreat
More than 50 hunger advocates
and collaborating partners from
across the state met at Spirit in
the Desert on August 17 to
discuss how we might
collaboratively work to alleviate
hunger in Arizona. Pictures and
full report included.
Solveig Muus
Lutheran Advocacy Ministry Arizona Director
director@lamaz.org
(602) 957-3223
https://lamaz.org/

LAMA Does & Does Not
Does






Does Not

Encourage interested people to work
toward remediating poverty and hunger
through engaging in grassroots
advocacy.



Endorse or support candidates for public
office.



Donate fund to candidates.

Encourage elected officials to support
actions that are in the common good
and help meet the needs of our most
vulnerable residents.



Encourage congregations or individuals
to vote for specific candidates.



Organize fundraisers for candidates.

Employ one parttime Director, convenes
and communicates with those who
choose to become engaged.

