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Welcome to LOC’s Weekly E-News  
Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023 

“Entering Into the Chaos: or Is It?” 

When we look at the human actions in the longer Gospel reading for today, we see 
many depictions of normal life, including among others: betrayal, meal preparation, 
distress over the presence of evil even at a table of friends, deception revealed, 
boasting, failure to help someone in need, using a kiss to signal its opposite mean-
ing, physical hurt, desertion, an arrest, deviousness, abuse of a beloved teacher, de-
nial of friendship, bitter self-contempt, repentance, suicide, confusion on the part of a 
political leader, receipt of a prophetic dream, mocking a vulnerable and abused per-
son, murder, and attempting to keep a lid on the zeal of Jesus’ followers. Whew, talk 
about an emotional roller coaster, for this is a lot of treachery for one Sunday.  But 
we must always look to the other side of the coin, and this calls for a litany of what 
God is doing.  
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Palm Sunday 
The Sunday before Jesus’ crucifixion, also known as Palm Sunday, is an important 

day for all Christians to study and remember. The Biblical account of Jesus’ triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem is so noteworthy that it’s one of the few events recorded in all 

four Gospels. When we piece together the details from each of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

and John’s unique narratives—we gain a clear picture of who King Jesus is, why He 

came, and the future in store for all who put their hope and trust in Him. Symbols 

abound: donkey=coming in peace; shouts of hosanna=sung to a victorious deliverer; 

week of Passover=the celebration of God’s deliverance from slavery and bondage 

over the most powerful force at the time (Egypt); preparations for the meal=Jesus was 

a practicing Jew.  

Passion Sunday 

Somehow, folks have gotten the notion that the primary reason Palm Sunday began 
to include Passion Sunday was a concern that people may not be likely to come to 
services on Good Friday where they would hear the entire Passion narrative. Low 
turnout, it is thought, prompted "the lectionary people," (3-year calendar of bible 
readings for the appointed Sundays of the Church year) for convenience’  sake, to 
put the Passion narrative into Palm Sunday as well so that more people would have 
a chance to hear it. 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-palm-sunday-bible-story-and-meaning-today.html
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Given the variety of folks who seem to say this, apparently that story has gone viral in 
number of circles. 
 
What was really at stake was a recovery of ancient Christian practice, not only of this 

Sunday, but of Lent itself, a recovery that was part and parcel of many findings of litur-

gical scholarship and ecumenical work beginning in the late nineteenth century. 

The recovery of Lent was not simply about re-syncing our current calendars with more 

ancient ones. Instead, it was primarily about recovering the church's mission of 

discipling people in the way of Jesus, and realigning our worship practices to sup-

port that mission. 

Lent is a forty-day season of fasting and spiritual preparation intended to help congre-

gations accompany candidates for baptism during a "home stretch" in practices, ritual 

and disciplines critical to living in the way of Jesus. Lent proper begins on Ash 

Wednesday. Lent proper ends on Palm/Passion Sunday, a day that in turn inaugu-

rates Holy Week. (Discipleship Ministries of the United Methodist Church) 

Palm Sunday: 7:50 and 10:30 in the Sanctuary 

9am in the Center of Compassion 

Holy Thursday: Noon in the sanctuary 

7pm in the Center of Compassion (Live Streamed) 

Good Friday: Noon in the Sanctuary 

7pm in the Center of Compassion (Live Streamed) 

Easter Sunday: 6am Sunrise at the Center of Compassion Patio 

7:50 in the Sanctuary, 9 and 10:45 in the Center of Compassion (9/10:45 Live 
Streamed) 
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April 6, 1986 is the official anniversary of Love of Christ when these faithful  
followers of Jesus signed the initial charter.   

Congratulations on 37 Years of making the love of the Christ known in NE Mesa 
and beyond! 
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Volunteers needed to welcome visitors and serve at our Welcome Kiosk for the  
9:00 Service in the CoC 

Contact Dianne Oien (dianneoien@loclc.org) for more information.  

Want to know what events are coming up at Love of Christ? Check out: 
https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/events 

Getting Ready for Sunday Bible Study will be on hiatus until Monday, April 17, 

10:30 (Fellowship) 11:00-Noon (Study). 

mailto:dianneoien@loclc.org
https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/events


6 

BSA Boys Troop 301 and Girls Troop 3301 News: We had the largest post-COVID 
camp this past weekend! A group of 47 from Love of Christ’s BSA Scouting troops 
went to Peppersauce Campground outside Oracle, AZ. (For the first time, this also in-
cluded 9 girls from Troop 3301!) We had a great weekend focusing on team building 
and scout skills such as knife and ax safety, fire building, knots & lashings, and rank 
advancement. 

The LOC Women's Hiking Group is meeting at 7:00 am on April 15th and travel-
ing  north to Sedona.  The plan  for us is hiking  3.6 miles (in & back) total to a cabin 
that takes us back in time.  We start the hike on Long Canyon Trailhead and end at 
the 1890's historic Van Deren Cabin. A plaque there gives an overview of its moon-
shine-steeped history of ranching, outlaws, murder and romance. Afterwards, we'll 
drive to Rachel's Knoll. This spot is known for its spiritual energies and vortexes, 
possibly being the most beautiful place in Sedona. Rachel certainly thought so!  Let 
me know if interested ~ Pat Shaw @ (480) 9811325, pattomshaw@cox.net, or check 
out FB @ LOC Women's Hiking Group.   

mailto:pattomshaw@cox.net,
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Faith Formation: All children are invited to process in 

our “Procession of the Palms” this 

Sunday (Palm Sunday) at 9:00 am.  

Please arrive by 8:50 and go to room 

48 and 49 for directions.  

Sunday School for ages 4-6 at 9:10. 

At 9:50 grades 1-6 Sunday School.   

Confirmation grades 7-8 in room 49.  
Grade 9 in Pastor’s office. 

Paul’s Letter to  

the Galatians 

Prayer Share Care Women’s Bible Study meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm. in 
the Leadership Room.  We will be studying Paul’s Letter to the Romans using a 
variety of resources.  All are invited come during any of the sessions.  This study is 
led by Pastor Nanette Christofferson. Please contact Connie Lehrke at 
cmlerke@yahoo.com if you have any questions. There will be no Bible Study on 
April 6, but it will resume on Thursday, April 13. 

“Just Love” is the theme for the Gathering of the Women of the ELCA.  (WELCA)  
This Gathering will take place in Phoenix, Sept. 21-24.   This event was to take place 
in 2020.  If you would like to go, please go to https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-
triennial-event-page to learn the details and sign up.  If you register before April 30, 
you will be able to receive the early bird discount.  There is scholarship money avail-
able from WELCA on this website, and we do have some scholarship money from 
our Naomi Circle.  Please let April Rygh or Pastor Nanette (nanette@loclc.org) know 
if you have signed up!   

mailto:cmlerke@yahoo.com
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page
mailto:nanette@loclc.org
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Pray: Simply praying for our youth and their families is a great way to begin showing 
support. Below is a list of all of the students connected in some way to our community 

here at Love of Christ.  
Seek: You can be intentional about seeking the youth out on campus and saying 

“Hello”.  
Connect: You can regularly say “hello”, learn the names of our students, and check-in 

with them when you see them on campus.  
Attend: Our students and their families are busy! Often they have to make choices 

between attending church activities and extracurricular activities. You can join others 
in attending Youth extracurricular events like band concerts, dance recitals, plays, or 

sports games.  
Mentor: This is the ‘ground level’ of Youth Ministry. A mentor would meet regularly 

with a student or group of students to talk about life and faith.  

On Sunday, April 2
nd

, Youth Ministry families are invited to gather to discuss our partic-
ipation in Campfirmation with our ELCA churches of the Grand Canyon Synod. Camp-
firmation has been an offering of churches from the synod for the last 40 years. As we 

continue to develop as a ministry, we are prayerfully discerning where God may be 
calling us as we seek to grow as disciples of Christ. At our meeting, we will also be in-

troducing the National Youth Gathering, which will take place in New Orleans in the 
summer of 2024. 

Due to Holy Week and Easter, Wednesday Night Youth Group and Confirmation will 
not be meeting this week. Wednesday Night Youth will meet on 4/12 and Confirmation 
will resume on 4/16. All of our families are invited to attend our Holy Week Services 
with Holy Thursday services at noon in the Sanctuary and 7PM in the Center of Com-
passion, Good Friday services at noon in the Sanctuary and 7PM in the Center of 
Compassion. Our Easter Sunday services are at 6AM, 7:50AM, 9AM, and 10:45AM.  
 

The image and explanation below are a reminder of how you can support our youth.  
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Josh C. 
Kjernan D. 
Bradyen G. 

Briley G. 
Rosalie G. 

Alex K. 
Michael B. 
Gabe G. 
Ellie K. 

Samantha H. 
Mason K. 
Aaron O. 
Kenny O. 
Hunter R. 
Maddy B. 

Meredith G. 
Katie K. 

Catherine L. 

Youth Ministry Students: 

If you feel you have a gift or passion for connecting with our young people, please 
reach out (kevinanderson@loclc.org) and we can talk about how your gifts may be 

used in Youth Ministry.  

Madi K. 
Mackenzie K. 

Jessie O. 
Katie W. 

Aubrey C. 
Kira B. 

Roman R. 
Elena C. 

Caylum D. 

Hunter M. 
Aiden S. 
Emma S. 
Jackie W. 

Will P. 
Max K. 

Abby W. 
Mason W. 
Josiah T  

Campus Clean Up for Holy Week and Easter! 

Come on Friday, March 31
st
 to do some light cleaning on our campus.  We would be 

doing windows, dusting and light raking.   Bring your rake!   Come between 8:00AM to 
11:00AM.   Please let Dianne Oien know if you can spare a little time to help make our 
campus “shine” for Holy Week and Easter! 

Come join us and feel God’s love in a full-body worship experience as you 
practice yoga postures, breath instruction, worship to uplifting music, medita-
tion on Scripture and pray. 

Christ-centered Yoga -  Gentle/Level 1 - 1 hour class. Thursday Mornings-9:00 
a.m. at LOC Lutheran Church in the I-Help room. Please bring yoga mat, strap, 
blocks, and blanket, optional. Free-will donations are welcome and appreciat-
ed.  

mailto:kevinanderson@loclc.org
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We are often asked by members of LOC what they can do, or donate, to help those in 
need in our community. During Lent, we schedule a specific needs drive for each 
Sunday, and the items requested are from organizations we work with on a regular 
basis.   
 
Our schedule is: 
April 2: New school supplies 
 
Our Donation Station door will be open for drive-up before and after the 9 a.m. ser-

vice, and is located on the parking lot side of the COC. A donation in the narthex of 

the Sanctuary is also available. Please know we accept any of these donations on 

any Sunday and will make sure they are given to the right groups whenever they are 

received. Thank you for your generosity and for helping those who are in need of 

help.  The Faith In Action Team:  Patti Delaney, Jack and JoAnn Grant, Al Gjersvig, 

Elizabeth Danielson, Melissa Riner, Aimee and Vic Olmedo, Kevin Anderson and 

Pastor Nanette. 

Lenten Services continue Wednesdays at 6:15 in the Sanctuary.  

Come for soup supper in the CoC at 5:30 pm 

Discover the Desert Plants at LOC! 

On Sunday, April 2
nd

 at 10:00 and 11:30, Love of Christ will 
be hosting a tour of its desert plants on our campus.  Join 
Jim Shepherd, a seven-year tour guide veteran at Boyce 
Thompson Arboretum, in a 30-minute walk of our grounds 
as he describes cacti, trees, agaves, aloes, and much 
more.  When is a cactus not a cactus?  How does a palo 
verde tree photosynthesize if it doesn’t have leaves?  Why 
is the saguaro a keystone species?  What does euphorbia 
have to do with advanced cancer patients?  Does frankin-
cense grow on campus? Bring water and wear good walk-
ing shoes.  All are welcome, including anyone using a 
walker or wheelchair. Meet on the window side of the COC 
at 10:00 and meet in the Fellowship Hall at 11:30. 
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Upcoming Events: 

Family Promise:  April 23-30 

Fellowship Picnic: May 7 

Summer Water for Respite 

Care  (June-July) 

VBS (Vacation Bible School) 

July 10-14 

Backpack Collections (June/

July) 

Feed My Starving Children 

Nov. 2, 3, and 4 

Company is coming!  Family Promise will be here April 23-30. 
About Family Promise 
In Operation since 2000, Family Promise – Greater Phoenix has provided more than 
just shelter for families.  For the past 19 years, the programs at Family Promise 
have helped more than 500 families.  These programs have enabled families to 
move from homelessness to self-sufficiency.  
The Family Promise Mission is providing emergency shelter and social ser-
vices to help families move toward independent housing and self-sufficiency. 
Vision:   The Vision of Family Promise is a community of whole and healthy 
families. 
At Family Promise, we give families the tools and training to care for their children, 
find employment and housing, and become independent and successful. We strive 
to provide a safety net for children and their families before they drop into a cycle of 
endless shelters, loss of school attendance, unemployment, family instability and 
foster care.  
Family Promise provides basic needs such as food, clothing and shelter, but we al-
so provide a safe, encouraging, and constructive environment for families that feel 
lost and scared. Family Promise’s long-term goal is to break the cycle of homeless-
ness and create a sense of community for the families that participate in the pro-
gram, and the thousands of volunteers that have contributed to this program over 
the years. 
 

Ways you can serve for Family Promise: 

Pray:  Please pray for the families that we will be serving.  Please pray for willing 

volunteers to serve. 
 



12 

Serve:   

Hosts are needed each day.  They welcome the families and are there to help 

and listen to families.  Play board games or just visit.  They also often help set 

up for the meal.  We ask that hosts come at 5:00 pm and stay until 7:00 pm. 

Please contact Jackie Rensel if interested in serving. 

(Jackie.rensel@icloud.com) 

Dinners:  We will need volunteers to bring a meal for about 12-20 people.  We 

need a total of 7 meals.  If interested, we have meal suggestions and dates 

and times for you to sign up for.  We ask that meals be ready by 5:30 and we 

serve the meals in the CoC fellowship hall. Each meal includes side, main 

dish, and dessert.  This can be as easy as a prepared meal from Costco or 

Pizza from your favorite place. 

  

If you would like to share a meal with a friend or another family, it can be divid-

ed and someone bring dessert and another provide a side and another the 

main course!  Or feel free to prepare and bring it all!  Please contact Patti 

Delaney if interested in serving.  (pattidelaney03@gmail.com)  

 

When bringing a meal you will also help with setting up the meal and serving the 

meal.  Meals are served family style.  We also ask for volunteers to spend time get-

ting to know the families!   

Over-nighters:  If you would like to spend the night at the LoC Hilton, we ask 

that volunteers come at 7:30 pm and spend the night in the Godly Play room.  

Families leave by 5:30 am!  Please contact Dave Dohrmann at 

dave@dohrmann.org  

Set up Crews:  It takes about 1-2 hours to set up before a Family Promise 

event.  The more people, the less time!  In order to prepare, beds are set up 

and made, and rooms are made ready for the families.  Set up will be on Sun-

day, April 23 either during the 10:30 service or after that service from 11:30-

1:00 pm.  If you are interested, please contact Kevin Anderson at  

kevinanderson@loclc.org. 

mailto:Jackie.rensel@icloud.com
mailto:pattidelaney03@gmail.com
mailto:dave@dohrmann.org
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Faith in Action 
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Scripture Lesson 
A Brief Look at Isaiah 50:4-9 

with Pastor Nanette Christofferson 
(11 min) 

 

 
 

YouTube: https://youtu.be/96FQz2WyaXc 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LOCLC/videos/1354997398404817/ 
Website: https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/bible-studies 

 
Gospel Scripture Lesson 

A Brief Look at Matthew 27:11-54 
with Pastor Nanette Christofferson 

(15 min) 
 

 
 

YouTube: https://youtu.be/Q1V7OImjJvM 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LOCLC/videos/1383390662455811/ 
Website: https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/bible-studies 

Online Lectionary Bible Studies will be on hiatus until the week of April 17!  

https://youtu.be/96FQz2WyaXc
https://www.facebook.com/LOCLC/videos/1354997398404817/
https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/bible-studies
https://youtu.be/Q1V7OImjJvM
https://www.facebook.com/LOCLC/videos/1383390662455811/
https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/bible-studies
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Isaiah 50: 4-9a 
4
 The Lord God has given me 

   the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
   the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
   wakens my ear 
   to listen as those who are taught. 
5
 The Lord God has opened my ear, 

   and I was not rebellious, 
   I did not turn backwards. 
6
 I gave my back to those who struck me, 

   and my cheeks to those who pulled out 
the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
   from insult and spitting. 
7
 The Lord God helps me; 

   therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
   and I know that I shall not be put to 
shame; 
8
   he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 
   Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
   Let them confront me. 
9
 It is the Lord God who helps me; 

   who will declare me guilty? 
All of them will wear out like a garment; 
   the moth will eat them up. 
 
Phil. 2:5-11 
5
Let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus, 
6
 who, though he was in the form of God, 

   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited, 
7
 but emptied himself, 

   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
8
   he humbled himself 

   and became obedient to the point of 

death— 
   even death on a cross. 
9
 Therefore God also highly exalted him 

   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name, 
10

 so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 
11

 and every tongue should confess 
   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 
Matthew 27:11-54 
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; 
and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the 
King of the Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say 
so.’ 

12
But when he was accused by the 

chief priests and elders, he did not an-
swer. 

13
Then Pilate said to him, ‘Do you 

not hear how many accusations they 
make against you?’ 

14
But he gave him no 

answer, not even to a single charge, so 
that the governor was greatly amazed. 
15 Now at the festival the governor was 
accustomed to release a prisoner for the 
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 

16
At 

that time they had a notorious prisoner, 
called Jesus Barabbas. 

17
So after they 

had gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom 
do you want me to release for you, Je-
sus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?’ 

18
For he realized that it was 

out of jealousy that they had handed him 
over. 

19
While he was sitting on the judge-

ment seat, his wife sent word to him, 
‘Have nothing to do with that innocent 
man, for today I have suffered a great 
deal because of a dream about 
him.’ 

20
Now the chief priests and the el-

ders persuaded the crowds to ask for 
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 

21
The 

           
 
 Pastor Nanette’s Sermon Title: “Entering Into the Chaos: or Is It?” 

on          and Sunday, April 2, Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday) Lent 6 
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governor again said to them, ‘Which of 
the two do you want me to release for 
you?’ And they said, ‘Barabbas.’ 

22
Pilate 

said to them, ‘Then what should I do with 
Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ All of 
them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ 

23
Then 

he asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ 
But they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be 
crucified!’ 
24 So when Pilate saw that he could do 
nothing, but rather that a riot was begin-
ning, he took some water and washed his 
hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am in-
nocent of this man’s blood; see to it your-
selves.’ 

25
Then the people as a whole an-

swered, ‘His blood be on us and on our 
children!’ 

26
So he released Barabbas for 

them; and after flogging Jesus, he hand-
ed him over to be crucified. 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took 
Jesus into the governor’s headquar-
ters, and they gathered the whole cohort 
around him. 

28
They stripped him and put 

a scarlet robe on him, 
29

and after twisting 
some thorns into a crown, they put it on 
his head. They put a reed in his right 
hand and knelt before him and mocked 
him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the 
Jews!’ 

30
They spat on him, and took the 

reed and struck him on the head. 
31

After 
mocking him, they stripped him of the 
robe and put his own clothes on him. 
Then they led him away to crucify him. 
32 As they went out, they came upon a 
man from Cyrene named Simon; they 
compelled this man to carry his 
cross. 

33
And when they came to a place 

called Golgotha (which means Place of a 
Skull), 

34
they offered him wine to drink, 

mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he 
would not drink it. 

35
And when they had 

crucified him, they divided his clothes 
among themselves by casting lots; 

36
then 

they sat down there and kept watch over 
him. 

37
Over his head they put the charge 

against him, which read, ‘This is Jesus, 

the King of the Jews.’ 
38 Then two bandits were crucified with 
him, one on his right and one on his 
left. 

39
Those who passed by derided him, 

shaking their heads 
40

and saying, ‘You 
who would destroy the temple and build it 
in three days, save yourself! If you are the 
Son of God, come down from the 
cross.’ 

41
In the same way the chief priests 

also, along with the scribes and elders, 
were mocking him, saying, 

42
‘He saved 

others; he cannot save himself. He is the 
King of Israel; let him come down from 
the cross now, and we will believe in 
him. 

43
He trusts in God; let God deliver 

him now, if he wants to; for he said, “I am 
God’s Son.” ’ 

44
The bandits who were cru-

cified with him also taunted him in the 
same way. 
45 From noon on, darkness came over 
the whole land until three in the after-
noon. 

46
And about three o’clock Jesus 

cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?’ 

47
When 

some of the bystanders heard it, they 
said, ‘This man is calling for Elijah.’ 

48
At 

once one of them ran and got a sponge, 
filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, 
and gave it to him to drink. 

49
But the oth-

ers said, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah 
will come to save him.’ 

50
Then Jesus 

cried again with a loud voice and 
breathed his last. 

51
At that moment the 

curtain of the temple was torn in two, from 
top to bottom. The earth shook, and the 
rocks were split. 

52
The tombs also were 

opened, and many bodies of the saints 
who had fallen asleep were raised. 

53
After 

his resurrection they came out of the 
tombs and entered the holy city and ap-
peared to many. 

54
Now when the centuri-

on and those with him, who were keeping 
watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake 
and what took place, they were terrified 
and said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ 
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