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Welcome to LOC’s Weekly E-News  
5 Epiphany, Sunday, February 5, 2023 

We Are All Examples 
 

As pastors, we often hear comments about having a direct line to God, or that our 
prayers carry more weight and import than the average person.  As Jesus continues 
preaching his Sermon on the Mount, and particularly is focused on his disciples (of 
which we all are called through our baptisms), he lets them know they are examples 
of who he is and what God is up to.  He declares them to be salt of the earth and a 
light to the world.  Disciples are to add positive flavor to relationships and illumination 
to those struggling to dare believe God is for them and on their side.  He stresses the 
commandments of God are to be followed, taken seriously, and lived out because 
they reflect a right relationship with God, family, and neighbor.  We live in a world that 
struggles with holding people accountable.  It is tempting to discount the influence 
and impact we might have in spreading the good news of God’s love for others be-
cause we know we are not perfect, we make mistakes, and it is hard to believe God 
uses fallible people.  But the life each of us has carries with it the ability to enhance 
and to brighten those we encounter on a daily basis.  Remember each of us is a be-
loved child of God, and we are a temple of the Holy Spirit.   

Our Sympathy & Comfort to:  
Karen Radics upon the death of her mother, Emily Biondich. Her 
Celebration of Life will be held Sat., Feb. 4 at 2pm in our Sanctuary. 
Gail Daugherty’s Celebration of Life will be held Sat., Feb. 18, 
2pm in our Sanctuary. 
Bob Dickson upon the death of his wife, Nan. Her Celebration of 
Life will be held Sat., Feb. 25 at 10am in our Center of Compas-
sion. 
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'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. ' Therefore 
I will boast all the more gladly of my weakness, so that the power of Christ may rest 

upon me” (2 Corinthians 12: 8-9) 
As I look back over my 70 years, paradoxically many of the most peaceful times of my 

life were when I reached the end of my strength, when I had no strategies whatsoever 

left to “fix” things. It was when my teenage son went into a deep depression requiring 

hospitalization; when my second marriage fell apart; when I required major surgery 

but had no health insurance. In the times when I felt completely empty and keenly 

aware of my lack of any power or control, I found strength and peace in throwing my-

self in Jesus’ arms. Finding real power through weakness rings absolutely true for 

me. —Jo S. 

In her book, The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Je-

sus (New York: HarperCollins, 2006) Dr. Amy-Jill Levine writes: 

Jesus fusses at priests, just like Amos. Jesus tells parables, just like the prophet Na-

than and a number of rabbis whose stories appear in postbiblical Jewish sources. Je-

sus heals and raises the dead; so too Elijah and Elisha. Jesus survives when children 

around him are slaughtered, just like Moses. I didn’t have to read Matthew 2–7 to 

know that the rescued baby would take a trip to Egypt, cross water in a life-changing 

experience, face temptation in the wilderness, ascend a mountain, and deliver com-

ments on the Law—the pattern was already established in Shemot, the book of Exo-

dus.  
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In spite of many similarities between Jesus and the Jewish prophets, Levine stresses 

that the Gospel writers view Jesus as more than a prophet: 

 
Although Jesus himself may be perceived as heir to the legacy of Amos and Jeremi-

ah, the Gospels present him as more than a prophet. He is, according to the Evange-

lists, the Son of God, who adds something new to the prophetic concern for justice. 

He goes well beyond the role of Isaiah and Micah, who seek what is called in He-

brew t’shuvah, return and repentance. Jesus of the Gospels seeks something new, 

specifically, following him. He is important not only because of what he says, 

but also because of who he is. 

All Voting Members are asked to attend Sunday, February 26, 2023,  

10:00-10:25AM in the Center of Compassion 

Approval of 2022 Membership and Financial Reports 

Approval of 2023 Mission Spending Plan (Budget) 

Election of members to serve on the Love of Christ Board of Directors, Love of 

Christ Endowment Committee, and the Nominating Committee 

Members of all Grand Canyon Synod congregations and ministries, including active 
and retired leaders, are welcome to our spring gatherings. Mark your calendars and 
connect with the people of the Grand Canyon Synod.  Worried about your congrega-
tion today? Wondering what the future holds? You are not alone. 
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People throughout the church are experiencing doubts, fears, and uneasiness about 
the future. Bishop Hutterer would like to talk with you about the worries and wonders 
you are experiencing. If you are invested in our Church’s future, join the conversation 
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 2735 N. 32

nd
 St., Mesa, AZ on Sunday, February 26, 

2:00-4:30pm.  To register go   https://www.gcsynod.org/2023-spring-gatherings?
ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=63c0845d0c0c943177d1a266&ss_email_i
d=63caac9f71bace4fa3d196f7&ss_campaign_name=Grand+Canyon+Synod+News%
3A+1%2F20%

Pastor Steve will be on vacation Friday, 2/3/23 and will  

return to LoC on Wednesday, 2/8/23 

People connect with LoC and any other church because the people in the faith com-

munity are open to invite, let the light of Jesus shine through their words and actions, 

and simply encourage without demands or expectations how Jesus did.  He said, 

“Come and Follow Me!” 

The LOC Women's Hiking Group will be traveling to Glendale,  February 11th, meet-
ing at 7:00 am and hiking  the 3.5-mile Cholla Loop trail at Thunderbird Regional 
Park. It is rated Moderate, along with some steep switchbacks that take you to the 
top. Some sections are heavily rocky; proper hiking boots or trail-running shoes are 
recommended. It’s a good in-town hike, with it being just challenging enough that, 
when you get to the stately American flag rippling in the wind at the summit, you can 
pose like superwoman in front of it and mean it!!  Contact Information - Pat Shaw 480 
981-1325 or pattomshaw@cox.net 

 

The Grand Canyon Synod is the host synod for the 12th Triennial nation-wide 
gathering of women, scheduled for September 21st - 24th, 2023 in Phoenix.  This 
Gathering was originally planned for the summer of 2020 but the pandemic had other 
plans.  Now, ladies  from all over the world will gather together to worship, sing, learn, 
participate in service opportunities, enjoy fellowship time, develop friendships, and 
pray together at the Phoenix Convention Center.  Updated information should be 
available at this link when more information is known: welcatg.org  Scholarships are 
available to attend. Contact information: Pat Shaw 480 981-1324 or pat-
tomshaw@cox.net 

https://www.gcsynod.org/2023-spring-gatherings?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=63c0845d0c0c943177d1a266&ss_email_id=63caac9f71bace4fa3d196f7&ss_campaign_name=Grand+Canyon+Synod+News%3A+1%2F20%2F2023&ss_campaign_sent_date=2023-01-20T15%3A02%3A34Z
https://www.gcsynod.org/2023-spring-gatherings?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=63c0845d0c0c943177d1a266&ss_email_id=63caac9f71bace4fa3d196f7&ss_campaign_name=Grand+Canyon+Synod+News%3A+1%2F20%2F2023&ss_campaign_sent_date=2023-01-20T15%3A02%3A34Z
https://www.gcsynod.org/2023-spring-gatherings?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=63c0845d0c0c943177d1a266&ss_email_id=63caac9f71bace4fa3d196f7&ss_campaign_name=Grand+Canyon+Synod+News%3A+1%2F20%2F2023&ss_campaign_sent_date=2023-01-20T15%3A02%3A34Z
https://www.gcsynod.org/2023-spring-gatherings?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=63c0845d0c0c943177d1a266&ss_email_id=63caac9f71bace4fa3d196f7&ss_campaign_name=Grand+Canyon+Synod+News%3A+1%2F20%2F2023&ss_campaign_sent_date=2023-01-20T15%3A02%3A34Z
mailto:pattomshaw@cox.net
http://www.welcatg.org/
mailto:pattomshaw@cox.net
mailto:pattomshaw@cox.net
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Nametags Help Foster Community 

If you would like to order a nametag, please contact Dianne Oien 

(dianneoien@loclc.org 

We are inviting all voting members to be in prayer for the leadership needs fac-

ing this congregation as we prepare for our Congregational Meeting 2/26/23. 

Nominating Committee: Our constitution requires six members to serve as a Nomi-

nating Committee to provide names to the congregation to serve in elected positions.  

We are seeking six new members open to be elected at our 2/26/23 congregational 

meeting.  The work of this committee is generally done December-early February.   

Love of Christ Board of Directors: We currently have 9 lay member positions on 

our Board of Directors.  We currently have two members who have agreed to be nom-

inated for our two three-year positions opening the end of February. We still need one 

lay member to be nominated to complete the remaining one year of a vacated 

position.  Jeff Michaels is completing his first three-year term and has agreed to be 

open to a second three-year term. The duties of the Board of Directors are covered in 

chapter 12 of the LoC Constitution.  The Board provides general oversight of the life 

and activities of this Congregation, and in particular its worship life, to the end that 

everything be done in accordance with the work of God and the faith and practice of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.   

Contact Pastor Steve (stevetalmage@loclc.org) or 480 681 0939 if you are interested 

or have questions.  

mailto:dianneoien@loclc.org
mailto:stevetalmage@loclc.org
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Getting Ready for Sunday Bible Study is offered on Mondays,  

10:30 (Fellowship) 11:00-Noon (Study). 

To help the pastors prepare for the upcoming Sunday, we are inviting others to come 
and discuss Scripture lessons for the upcoming Sunday.  We begin with coffee and 
conversation for those who want to come early at 10:30 and then start the study at 
11:00AM in the Fellowship Hall at the back of the Sanctuary.  All are welcome.   

We are engaging in conversations around Loss and Grief 
Pastor Steve is leading this seminar on Tuesdays 1:30-2:30PM in the Fellowship Hall.   
You are welcome to come as you are able.  
We will discuss the Pervasiveness of Loss and Grief including: 
The Dynamics of Grief (2/7) 
The Characteristics of Grieving (2/14) 

If you are interested in participating, please let Pastor Steve know 
(stevetalmage@loclc.org).  

Come join us and feel God’s love in a full-body worship experience as you 
practice yoga postures, breath instruction, worship to uplifting music, medita-
tion on Scripture and pray. 

Christ-centered Yoga -  Gentle/Level 1 - 1 hour class. Thursday Mornings-9:00 
a.m. at LOC Lutheran Church in the I-Help room. Please bring yoga mat, strap, 
blocks, and blanket, optional. Free-will donations are welcome and appreciat-
ed.  

Naomi Circle will meet on Monday, February 13 at 1:00 pm in LoC Fellowship 
Hall.  Wendy Smith will be our lesson leader and Rhonda Vaglio will be our 
hostess.  Come to find out what "hinge commandments" means and which 
commandments are "hinge commandments”.  

mailto:stevetalmage@loclc.org
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CHRISTOPHER ROLDAN 

 

Cost:  $25 per person 

   In the Center of Compassion 

Coffee and Cookies during intermission  

Coming Sunday, Feb.19, 7pm 

PURCHASE TICKETS ON SUNDAY 
MORNING OR FROM THE OFFICE 
DURING THE WEEK. 

Come and Join Elizabeth Danielson and 

Pastor Nanette and Mark Christofferson as 

they share their Holy Land experience on 

Wednesday, February 8
th

 at 6:00 pm in 

the Fellowship Hall. 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA DVDs AVAILABLE ON SUNDAYS, $15 EACH. 

HOLY LAND EXPERIENCE 
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Friends in Faith Event!  

First event for 2023! 

Our first event in 2023 will be going to Red Mountain United Methodist Church 
located on Power. They have a series of concerts and  20 tickets to “Country 
Girls” on Friday, February 3

rd
 at 7PM will be available for $22.   Country Girls will 

have songs of Patsy Cline, Loretta Lynn, Barbara Mandrell, Reba & the 
Judds.    Prior to the concert, a light dinner will be served at 5pm in our Fellow-
ship Hall for $5.   Please email Dianne Oien at dianneoien@loclc.org by January 
29

th
 for either the concert and/or dinner.  If you have already purchased your 

tickets and want to attend the light dinner prior to the concert, let Dianne know. 

  

FYI – will also be purchasing tickets for March 3
rd

 “Hooray for Hollywood” and 
March 24

th
 for “John Denver” tribute. 

LOC Troop 301 - SCOUT SUNDAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Please join LOC Troop 301 for our Scout Sunday breakfast on Sunday, 

February 12th. The Scouts will be serving pancakes, bacon or sausage, 
juice, and coffee from 7:30 am to 11:30 am in the COC Rms. 48-50. 

All donations will go toward the purchase of Troop gear and camping scholarships. 
Please come hungry and enjoy a good breakfast. For more information, contact Jon 

Zakaras, Scoutmaster, Troop 301 at Troop301online@gmail.com 

Scout Sunday, Pancake Breakfast, & Cookies! Feb. 12 

Girl Scout Troop 3125 will be selling cookies for $5/$6 a box* at all three services 
on Scout Sunday, February 12. We hope you can donate an extra box of cookies to 
the I-HELP ladies. Your purchase helps pay for field trips, supplies, badges and more! 
Thanks for your support!   *The core 6 (Thin Mints, Lemon Ups, Tagalongs, Do-Si-dos, 
Samoas, and Trefoils) are $5/box and the S'Mores and Gluten Free Toffee-Tastics are 
$6/box.   

SCOUTING AT LOVE OF CHRIST 
 
New Girls BSA Unit! 
Great News! Troop 301 and Love of Christ are excited to announce the formation of Troop 3301, a 
Scouts BSA unit specially for girls ages 11-18. This will be in addition to our Cub Scout Pack 301 (Boys 
& Girls K-5) and Boys Scout BSA Troop 301 (Boys 11-18). 
 
• Cub Scout Pack 301 meetings are Tuesdays from 6:00pm - 7:00pm at Love of Christ 
• BSA Troop 301 & 3301 meetings are Tuesdays from 7:00pm - 8:30pm at Love of Christ 

mailto:dianneoien@loclc.org
mailto:Troop301online@gmail.com
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Women’s Retreat March 11
th

 Mark your calendars now! 

Matthew 11:28-30 
“Come to me all who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest.” 
Discovering the Person Jesus Created You to Be:  Loving yourself and others. 
Women’s Retreat on March 11

th
 here at LoC.   

The LOC Book Club invites everyone to a discussion about 
the book: 
Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingsolver. 
Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, this is the story 
of a boy born to a teenage single mother in a single wide trail-
er, with no assets beyond his dead father's good looks and 
copper colored hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce talent for sur-
vival. 

He braves the modern peril of foster care, child labor, derelict schools, athletic suc-
cess, addiction, disastrous loves and crushing losses.  Charles Dickens novel David 
Copperfield provided the inspiration for this novel which speaks for a 
new generation of lost boys and all those born into beautiful, cursed 
places they can't imagine leaving behind. 

 
When: Sunday, March 19 
Where: The Outreach Room located across the COC. 
Time: After the 9:00 service 
 
We do not have copies of this Book. 

If you're looking for a little something for your favorite Valen-
tine, look no further than the Book Nook.  We have some 
lovely cards and gifts for everyone on your list.  

Perhaps a new devotional, some earrings, a coloring book, 
a puzzle, a mug or even a hand made book mark can be 
found.  The COC location is open prior to and after the 9:00 
am service.  The Book Nook Too is open across from the 

Sanctuary kitchen after the 7:50 am ser-
vice and before the 10:30 am service. 

Thanks for thinking of us and continuing to 
support this ministry with your donations 
of books, puzzles, and gifts.  We appreci-
ate you! 
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Faith Formation: Sunday School for ages 4-6 at 9:10. 

At 9:50 grades 1-6 Sunday School.   

Confirmation grades 7-8 in room 49.  

Grade 9 in Pastor’s office. 

WoW (Word on Wednesday) 

Dinner at 5:30 in the CoC 

At 6:00 pm 

Musical In CoC 

Youth in CoC  

Adult Bible study in the Fellow-

ship Hall of the Sanctuary. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING, 6PM, ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

 

The Gospel According to Matthew will be our Bible study topic for this new church 
year.   One of the major themes in the Gospel of Matthew is the emphasis that God 
has come to dwell with God’s people and that mere human beings can now experi-
ence the transforming reality of God’s presence in their lives.  Matthew also presents 
the teaching of Jesus and expectations of discipleship through the Sermon on the 
Mount.  Join us for a discussion on Matthew 5 on Wednesdays in the Fellowship 
Hall of the Sanctuary.  All are welcome! 
Both Pastor Steve and Pastor Nanette will alternate leading this class. 
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Paul’s Letter to  

the Galatians 

Prayer Share Care Women’s Bible Study is every Thursday at 1:00 in the Lead-

ership Room.  We will be studying the Book of Galatians using a variety of re-

sources.  Dr. Mark Allen Powell writes this about the situation Paul finds himself in:   

“Some of Paul’s other letters also address situations in which individuals or entire 

congregations have disappointed him, but the letter to the Galatians stands out from 

the pack.  These people have aroused his ire in a manner that surpasses anything 

we find elsewhere.  Why?  What could be worse than, say, the Corinthians getting 

drunk at the Lord’s Supper (1Cor. 11:20-21)?”   

Galatians addresses problems of people taking the Gospel of Jesus Christ and turn-

ing it into something it is not.  Believe it or not, these same issues are all too relevant 

in our world today.  All are invited to join this 6 week study.  It will be led by Pastor 

Nanette Christofferson.   Please contact Connie Lehrke at cmlerke@yahoo.com if 

you have any questions. 

The Love of Christ community garden is alive with preschoolers harvesting their first 
vegetables. 
 
With the recent rain, the little ones picked a bumper crop of radishes, some to taste 
and some to share with family.  Flowers, beets, onions, and potatoes are thriving in 
the preschool plots.  

mailto:cmlerke@yahoo.com
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
This year, Love of Christ will once again partner with Habitat for Humanity and the Lu-
therans Building for Christ Coalition to begin construction of the 20th home we have 
participated in building.  This year’s home will be built at 3608 S. Roosevelt St. Tem-
pe, AZ 85282.  
So far, the Lutheran churches in the coalition have set a goal of raising $60,000 to-
ward the anticipated cost of $120,000.  This year, we will have other partners and vol-
unteers from St. Patrick’s Catholic Church and Chase Bank working with us to com-
plete the home. 
We are asking for your help in the following areas: 
Volunteers aged 16 and older to assist with construction: No special skills are re-

quired; leaders will teach you what you need to know, and you will not be asked 
to do any task you are uncomfortable with.  All tools and safety equipment will be 
supplied. Volunteer info sheets are at the kiosks in the COC and Sanctuary 
and there are postcards with upcoming dates. 

Would you like to provide lunch for the family and volunteers working to build this 
house?  A sign-up sheet and info for lunch hosts is available on the kiosks. 

Please consider a donation to Habitat for Humanity.  We really need the financial 
support that our congregation has made so generously every year to meet our 
commitment to Habitat. Donation envelopes are on the kiosks, or you can make 
a payment directly to Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona, but please make 
sure you include a note that Love of Christ is to be credited. Habitat for Humanity 
of Central Arizona is a qualified 501(c)(3) and qualifies as a Qualifying Charitable 
Organization eligible for a Tax Credit in Arizona (code 20434).  

Please pray for the all the hard-working families we help with affordable housing. 

Faith in Action 
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The Youth need your help collecting loose change on Super Bowl Sunday 

(February 12th)! 

 

It has been tradition at Love of Christ to have a big Game challenge on Super Bowl 

Sunday. The proceeds are donated to help aid those who are in need. This year, 

we will be donating our collection to the ELCA's World Hunger program 

(click here for more info on the ELCA World Hunger program). As a whole, the 

ELCA invites all of its congregations to participate in collection and donation in a 

fun event called the ELCA Big Game Challenge. Donations from each synod (there 

are 65 in the ELCA) are tracked and we can see our financial impact as a whole. 

 

Please remember to bring your change and you can place it in the bowl marked 

with the team you would like to win.  There will be youth at each service in the Nar-

thex area ready to collect your change!   

Faith in Action 

 
Through your Offerings to LoC you support the mission of Christ through the 

Grand Canyon Synod and the ELCA 
 

“I would like to express my sincere and heartfelt thanks to the ELCA for helping us 
and families like us. We received a bag of rice, 15 boxes of dried noodles, fish and 
salt. These wonderful supplies help us so much. We as a family can live and feed our-
selves on this for 25 days. May God bless you all abundantly.” 
 
—Nayse Pley Tu. After being displaced from Myanmar, Nayse received support from 
Lutheran Disaster Response through the Lutheran Church of Christ in Thailand. 

https://www.elca.org/hunger
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Recently at our Wednesday Night Youth Group, we spent time reflecting on our posi-

tive experiences here at Love of Christ. We were guided by the questions below: 
- Reflecting on your entire experience at our church, remember a time when you felt 

most engaged, alive, and motivated. 
 

- What are the most important contributions the church has made in your life? 
- Don’t be humble; this is important information: Tell me about a time when you made 
an important contribution to our church – through your personality, your perspectives, 

your skills, your activities, your character. 
 

Tell me about an important spiritual experience, growth in belief, or step of faith that 
has occurred for you in this congregation. 

 
What are the essential, central characteristics of ways of life that make our church 

unique? 
Make three wishes for the future of our congregation.  

Describe what the church would be like as these wishes come true. 
 

Our Youth articulated experiences at camp, in service with the congregation at events 
like Feed My Starving Children, our conversation and prayer time on Wednesday 
Nights. We encourage you to join us in reflection on these questions and to share 

them with one another. 
 

The image and explanation below are a reminder of how you can support our youth.  
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Pray: Simply praying for our youth and their families is a great way to begin showing 
support. Below is a list of all of the students connected in some way to our communi-

ty here at Love of Christ.  
Seek: You can be intentional about seeking the youth out on campus and saying 

“Hello”.  
Connect: You can regularly say “hello”, learn the names of our students, and check-

in with them when you see them on campus.  
Attend: Our students and their families are busy! Often they have to make choices 

between attending church activities and extracurricular activities. You can join others 
in attending Youth extracurricular events like band concerts, dance recitals, plays, or 

sports games.  
Mentor: This is the ‘ground level’ of Youth Ministry. A mentor would meet regularly 

with a student or group of students to talk about life and faith.  

Josh C. 
Kjernan D. 
Bradyen G. 

Briley G. 
Rosalie G. 

Alex K. 
Michael B. 
Gabe G. 
Ellie K. 

Samantha H. 
Mason K. 
Aaron O. 
Kenny O. 
Hunter R. 
Maddy B. 

Meredith G. 
Katie K. 

Catherine L. 
 

Youth Ministry Students: 

If you feel you have a gift or passion for connecting with our young people, please 
reach out (kevinanderson@loclc.org) and we can talk about how your gifts may be 

used in Youth Ministry.  

Madi K. 
Mackenzie K. 

Jessie O. 
Katie W. 

Aubrey C. 
Kira B. 

Roman R. 
Elena C. 

Caylum D. 

Hunter M. 
Aiden S. 
Emma S. 
Jackie W. 

Will P. 
Max K. 

Abby W. 
Mason W. 
Josiah T  

mailto:kevinanderson@loclc.org
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Online Introductions to Lectionary Lessons  

are available by Wednesday of each week!  

 

Scripture Lesson 
A Brief Look at Isaiah 58:1-9a 

with Pastor Nanette Christofferson 
(13 min) 

 

 
 

YouTube: https://youtu.be/FVHAWTRgQIo 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LOCLC/videos/1232852850642610/ 
Website: https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/bible-studies 

 
Gospel Scripture Lesson 

A Brief Look at Matthew 5:13-20 
with Pastor Nanette Christofferson 

(13 min) 
 

 
 

YouTube: https://youtu.be/zDI4QK3B2xU 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LOCLC/videos/5909596915823209/ 
Website: https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/bible-studies 

https://youtu.be/FVHAWTRgQIo
https://www.facebook.com/LOCLC/videos/1232852850642610/
https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/bible-studies
https://youtu.be/zDI4QK3B2xU
https://www.facebook.com/LOCLC/videos/5909596915823209/
https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/bible-studies
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Isaiah 58:1-9a(9b-12) 
Shout out, do not hold back! 
   Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
   to the house of Jacob their sins. 
2
 Yet day after day they seek me 

   and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practised 
righteousness 
   and did not forsake the ordinance of 
their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgements, 
   they delight to draw near to God. 
3
 ‘Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

   Why humble ourselves, but you do not 
notice?’ 
Look, you serve your own interest on your 
fast-day, 
   and oppress all your workers. 
4
 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to 

fight 
   and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today 
   will not make your voice heard on high. 
5
 Is such the fast that I choose, 

   a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
   and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, 
   a day acceptable to the Lord? 
 
6
 Is not this the fast that I choose: 

   to loose the bonds of injustice, 
   to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
   and to break every yoke? 
7
 Is it not to share your bread with the 

hungry, 
   and bring the homeless poor into your 
house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
   and not to hide yourself from your own 
kin? 
8
 Then your light shall break forth like the 

dawn, 
   and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, 
   the glory of the Lord shall be your rear-
guard. 
9
 Then you shall call, and the Lord will 

answer; 
   you shall cry for help, and he will say, 
Here I am. 
 
If you remove the yoke from among you, 
   the pointing of the finger, the speaking 
of evil, 
9
 Then you shall call, and the Lord will 

answer; 
   you shall cry for help, and he will say, 
Here I am. 
 
If you remove the yoke from among you, 
   the pointing of the finger, the speaking 
of evil, 
10

 if you offer your food to the hungry 
   and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
   and your gloom be like the noonday. 
11

 The Lord will guide you continually, 
   and satisfy your needs in parched plac-
es, 
   and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, 
   like a spring of water, 
   whose waters never fail. 
12

 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
   you shall raise up the foundations of 
many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the 
breach, 
   the restorer of streets to live in. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 
When I came to you, brothers and sis-
ters, I did not come proclaiming the mys-
tery of God to you in lofty words or wis-
dom. 

2
For I decided to know nothing 
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among you except Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified. 

3
And I came to you in weak-

ness and in fear and in much trem-
bling. 

4
My speech and my proclamation 

were not with plausible words of wis-
dom, but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, 

5
so that your faith 

might rest not on human wisdom but on 
the power of God. 
6 Yet among the mature we do speak 
wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this 
age or of the rulers of this age, who are 
doomed to perish. 

7
But we speak God’s 

wisdom, secret and hidden, which God 
decreed before the ages for our glo-
ry. 

8
None of the rulers of this age under-

stood this; for if they had, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory. 

9
But, as 

it is written, 
‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
   nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who 
love him’— 
10

these things God has revealed to us 
through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of 
God. 

11
For what human being knows 

what is truly human except the human 
spirit that is within? So also no one com-
prehends what is truly God’s except the 
Spirit of God. 

12
Now we have received 

not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
that is from God, so that we may under-
stand the gifts bestowed on us by 
God. 

13
And we speak of these things in 

words not taught by human wisdom but 
taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual 
things to those who are spiritual. 
14 Those who are unspiritual do not re-
ceive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they 
are foolishness to them, and they are 
unable to understand them because they 
are discerned spiritually. 

15
Those who 

are spiritual discern all things, and they 
are themselves subject to no one else’s 
scrutiny. 

16
 ‘For who has known the mind 

of the Lord 
   so as to instruct him?’ 
But we have the mind of Christ. 
 
Matthew 5:13-20 
13 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if 
salt has lost its taste, how can its salti-
ness be restored? It is no longer good 
for anything, but is thrown out and tram-
pled under foot. 
14 ‘You are the light of the world. A city 
built on a hill cannot be hidden. 

15
No one 

after lighting a lamp puts it under the 
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. 

16
In 

the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven. 
17 ‘Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the law or the prophets; I have 
come not to abolish but to fulfil. 

18
For tru-

ly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 
letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. 

19
Therefore, whoever 

breaks one of the least of these com-
mandments, and teaches others to do 
the same, will be called least in the king-
dom of heaven; but whoever does them 
and teaches them will be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven. 

20
For I tell you, 

unless your righteousness exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 



19 


